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ABBEYVIEW

He told them another parable: ''The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard
seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest
of al I seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and
becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its branches."
(Matthew 13.31-32, NIV)

Summary
In a short community research project in 2019 we found that people value the friendliness and
community spirit in Abbeyview. The research has also identified some gaps, especially for young
children and families. A minority feel that there are barriers to engagement and find it hard to break
into existing groups. St Ninian's Church and its Minister are well recognized as a presence that
supports people to belong to the community. St Ninian's is now recognized as a partner in the local
action plan by the other community groups in Abbeyview.

Background
In early 2019 an application was successfully submitted to the Church of Scotland's 'Go For It'
fund for a grant to carry out pilot research to support St Ninian's Parish Church in Dunfermline, Fife
to deepen its engagement with the local community. Work started in March 2019, with support from
the Craighead Institute of Life and Faith. The research has been a joint effort with local community
partners.
The Church of Scotland is engaged in a journey of radical change. This project forms part of a bigger
picture of the story of St Ninian's as a church that seeks to serve its local community and to be open
to doing so in new ways. Situated at the heart of Abbeyview, the church building is already well
usedby the community for activities and the church members serve the community in many ways.

Whose Views Did We Obtain?
230 enquiry forms were completed.
162 (73%) from women and 60 (27%) from men.
The ages of those responding ranged from under 15 to over 75 (see chart below).
Young adults were under-represented.

QUESTION 6: Which age group are you in?
Answered: 224 Skipped: 6
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Over 100 people were reached through the Abbeyview Festival
(46% of those responding), with Lynburn Primary School Fayre,
Abbeyview Bowling Club and the Circle of Friendship at St Ninian’s
accounting for most of the remaining responses.
Of the 138 people who answered the question about living in
Abbeyview, 100 (72%) said that they did so. Of those who said how
long they had lived in Abbeyview, 5 were recent residents
(under 1 year), 42 had been resident between 1 and 10 years,
34 for 11-50 years and 12 for over 50 years. Two people said
they had lived in Abbeyview all their life.
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What Might Make A Difference For Those Who Do Not Feel Part
Of Abbeyview?
“Hard to work out how to get involved as a young person”
“Too many community cliques, hard for in-comers”
Better involvement

8

“Clubs that aren’t cliquey”
“More social media opportunities to get involved
in community activities”

Better/affordable bus service

5

“Lots can’t afford the bus - £2 to town”

More information

5

“Don’t know where to find information”

More activities generally

4

More for children

4

“Youth club to be open to all ages. Not available for children
younger than 9.”

More for toddlers

4

“Need a non means-tested nursery, kids club”

More for families

3

“More family events”

More for teenagers

3

Improvements to park

3

Library

2

Adult facilities including gym

2

Additional support needs

2

Rent office open more days

2

81 of 120 people polled when attending the
Abbeyview Festival thought that it was easy to find
out about events and activities in Abbeyview. 73 out
of 123 said Facebook was their preferred way to
find out. The Community Council page was most
mentioned and proved itself a key information hub
about the school fire.
20 people completed postcards for St Ninian’s at
the Festival to request more information.
Requests received were for information about:
opportunities for baptisms, weddings and funerals (11),
requests for prayer (7), wish to speak to someone
from the church (6), interested to try out a service (3).
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Partnerships
In In 2017 the Coalfields Regeneration Trust had supported local organisations in Abbeyview
to develop a local community action plan, the Abbeyview Community Action Plan 2018-23
(Coalfields Regeneration Trust with Fife Council undated). Research was conducted in 2017
by Coalfields Community Futures. On the basis of a household survey of 300 residents and a
family fun day, priorities were identified for community involvement, facilities and recreation, the
environment and local services. The plan espouses a partnership approach and St Ninian’s is listed
as a potential partner.
Most of the partners in that work have taken part in the current project. The group has met in
St Ninian’s and has responded warmly to the welcome offered by the Minister. The group agrees
that St Ninian’s is indeed now a partner in the local action plan and at the conclusion of this research
a meeting was held with the Coalfields Regeneration Trust to pick up on progress with the action
plan. Meanwhile the local partners have been involved (as ‘Abbeyview Futures’) in consulting the
community about a new community hub in order to present a proposal to the Scottish Government
to replace the current community centre with a base for a range of services and activities to support
the local community, building on the activities established at The Tryst. Results will be shared
between the projects.
The fire at Woodmill High School on the very evening of the Abbeyiew Festival has imposed a huge
strain on the community of Abbeyview. At the same time the community’s capacity to meet need
in its midst has been demonstrated by its response to the fire. St Ninian’s has been a part of that
response, not least though the Wednesday cosy café which is important to pupils of the displaced
DAS Unit. The church may have a particular place in ensuring that there is support for those who
are most impacted by changes, but least able to have their voices heard.

Some Conclusions
Even this small piece of research has demonstrated the strength of community in Abbeyview.
Nonetheless there is a clear challenge to broaden the circle of involvement.
The research shows how much is happening and yet there is a wish for more opportunities, especially
for those with young families. However, the group has reflected that perhaps what is needed is for
community groups to work together to join the dots, rather than simply to start new provisions.
One learning from conducting this research has been that the Church’s hospitality can extend to
hosting and bringing together local groups and that this has been welcomed. The research has shown
that the church and the other activities that take place on its premises is an important way in which
people come to a sense of belonging. This suggests that there is the experience and capacity to
extend this hospitality to different parts of the community, especially those who feel isolated or
lacking in opportunities to take part in activities that would enable them to belong.
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